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‘This virus knows no 


46 in DuPage County nursing 
home positive for COVID-19 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


State now has 288 reported 
cases, with ages 9 to 91 infected 


By ALICE FABBRE, ROBERT MCCOPPIN, JAMIE MUNKS, DAN PETRELLA, 
STACY ST. CLAIR, ELYSSA CHERNEY, GREGORY PRATT AND MORGAN GREENE 


Doreen Hall stood out- 
side her mom’s first-floor 
window on Wednesday 
morning to get in a short 
visit — even if it had to be 
outside the building. 

On Wednesday, officials 
said an additional 24 indi- 
viduals at the Chateau 
Nursing and Rehabilitation 


Center in DuPage County 
tested positive for the co- 
ronavirus, bringing the total 
number of patients there to 
46. Some relatives did what- 
ever they could to see their 
loved ones. 

“I have to see my mom... 
that’s my little girl,“ said 
Hall, who parked her car 


along the entrance road to 
the nursing home and 
walked across the lawn to 
her mother’s window. 

So life went the day after 
the first fatality in Illinois 
linked to COVID-19 was 
announced, and hours be- 
fore 128 new cases were 
reported in the state, with 


confirmed infections in two 
new counties — Kendall and 
Madison. 

There are now 288 re- 
ported cases across 17 coun- 
ties, the Illinois Department 
of Public Health said 
Wednesday, with people 
age 9 to 91 infected. 

At Chateau Nursing, 33 
residents and 13 staff were 
identified as having the 
virus, almost double the 


bounds’ 


Closures, cancellations continue 
to ripple through residents’ lives 


number identified Tuesday. 
At least six of the patients 
were hospitalized, and all 
were kept in isolation while 
public health workers tried 
to track down those people 
who have had contact with 
the patients. 

“The grim truth is that 
these numbers will contin- 
ue to grow significantly,” 
said Department of Public 
Health Director Dr. Ngozi 


Ezike at the Wednesday 
news briefing in Murphys- 
boro, Illinois, where the 
new cases were announced. 

Ezike emphasized that 
residents of long-term care 
facilities are the “most vul- 
nerable population and at 
the greatest risk of severe 
illness, which is why the 
state has moved to restrict 
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It’s available only 
by appointment, 
with doctor’s OK 


By ANGIE LEVENTIS 
LOURGOS, 

LISA SCHENCKER 
AND PETER NICKEAS 


Just past a sign advertis- 
ing “drive-thru COVID-19 
testing,” a medical provider 
in full protective gear — a 
blue gown, gloves, hair cov- 
ering and face mask — 
walked up to the driver’s 
side of a brown Honda 
Civic. 

The testing site area — a 
small white tent erected in 
the parking lot of Advocate 


Lutheran General Hospital 
in northwest suburban 
Park Ridge — was cor- 
doned off with yellow cau- 
tion tape, and the worker 
maintained a distance of 
several feet. 

As the state and the 
nation struggle to make 
testing for the new co- 
ronavirus more widely 
available, Advocate Aurora 
Health has begun to offer 
drive-thru screenings at 
several of its Chicago-area 
hospitals, though only by 
appointment for patients 
with physician authoriza- 
tion. 

The in-vehicle testing 
method, which involves a 
nasal swab, is designed to 


efficiently screen more pa- 
tients while mitigating the 
spread of the highly conta- 
gious virus. 

With the disease already 
sickening thousands across 
the country, medical pro- 
viders and politicians alike 
have called out federal offi- 
cials for the slow launch of 
drive-thru screening in the 
U.S. compared with other 
nations, including South 
Korea and Australia. 

Dr. Ronald Hershow, an 
infectious disease expert at 
the University of Illinois at 
Chicago, called the rollout 
of coronavirus testing in 
the US. a “disappointment” 
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E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
Drive-thru COVID-19 testing, which involves a nasal swab, takes place at Advocate Lutheran Hospital in Park Ridge on Wednesday. 


Drive-thru coronavirus tests 
start at some area hospitals 


MORE COVERAGE INSIDE 


PREPARATIONS: How 
Illinois hospitals are get- 
ting ready for a flood of 


STACEY WESCOTT/TRIBUNE 


Emergency room nurse 
Korrine Potter moves med- 
ical equipment inside the 
tent at Edward Hospital. 
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Trump 
invokes 
emergency 
powers 


Senate approves 
bill to provide paid 
leave for ill workers 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
fronting twin health and 
economic crises, President 
Donald Trump on Wednes- 
day invoked emergency 
powers to marshal critical 
medical supplies against a 
coronavirus pandemic 
threatening to overwhelm 
hospitals and other treat- 
ment centers. 

The Senate acted on the 
economic front, approving 
legislation to guarantee sick 
leave to workers sickened by 
the disease. 

Trump described himself 
as a “wartime president” as 
virus cases surged and the 
markets fell, and he took a 
series of extraordinary steps 
to steady a battered nation, 
its day-to-day life funda- 
mentally altered. 

Most immediately, 
Trump is employing the 
Defense Production Act as 
needed, giving the govern- 
ment more power to steer 
production by private com- 
panies and try to overcome 
shortages in masks, ventila- 
tors and other supplies. 

Trump also said he will 
expand the nation’s testing 
capacity and deploy a Navy 
hospital ship to New York 
City, which is rapidly be- 
coming an epicenter of the 
pandemic, and another such 
ship to the West Coast. 

The Housing and Urban 
Development Department 
will suspend foreclosures 
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Bears trade for 
QB Nick Foles 


The quarterback proved his 
worth during the Eagles’ 
Super Bowl run three sea- 
sons ago. Chicago Sports 


ELECTION 2020 


Biden preferred 
over Sanders as 
virus rewrites life 


By RICK PEARSON 


In a climate of global 
uncertainty caused by the 
dangerous coronavirus, Illi- 
nois Democrats over- 
whelmingly sided with Joe 
Biden to win the party’s 


presidential nomination, 
choosing a known com- 
modity rather than the po- 
litical revolution called for 
by Bernie Sanders. 

That was among the 
findings revealed in the AP 
VoteCast survey of partici- 
pants in Illinois’ Demo- 
cratic primary in which 
Biden, the former vice pres- 
ident, won 59% of the 
unofficial vote with 99% of 


CONGRESS: Marie 
Newman ends decades of 
Lipinski reign. Page 7 
CLERK: Iris Martinez 
claims victory to succeed 
Dorothy Brown. Page 7 


the state’s precincts 
counted while 36% went 
for Sanders, the Vermont 
senator and democratic so- 
cialist. 


The decision to back 
Biden, representing the 
party’s more moderate es- 
tablishment wing, came de- 
spite a professed desire for 
change among the Demo- 
cratic electorate rather 
than merely a return to the 
days before Republican 
President Donald Trump. 

A majority of 53% of 
voters said they wanted a 
candidate who would make 


Amid unknowns, Illinois Dems seek the familiar 


bold changes compared 
with 45% seeking someone 
who would restore govern- 
ment to the pre-Trump era. 

Biden, who has cam- 
paigned on both trying to 
return order to Washington 
while billing himself as a 
progressive, captured 80% 
of those seeking a restora- 
tion. At the same time, 
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<> Tom Skilling’s forecast High 63 Low37 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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